Newsletter Winter 2019

Thank you to all our volunteers...

Volunteering is crucial to the success of our work. The regular land parties mean
our nature parks feel well-cared for, and over 200 volunteers took part in Oxford
Open Doors, as much a part of the weekend as the places themselves. Thank you to
all the OPT volunteers who support us throughout the year.

Watch out for Debbie’s monthly blogs and Oxford Times column, from Oxfordshire’s hidden gems to
recycling and water fountains. Follow us on Facebook and Twitter and keep up to date on all our work.
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Welcome to Lindsay Priddle who joined

us in September as interim land officer.
She has had a busy few months from
collecting our annual rent at the Wolvercote
Community Orchard, learning more about
making all our green spaces hedgehog
friendly to arranging our regular volunteer
work parties.

Thank you...

to the Patsy Wood Trust, Network Rail and ToE 2 and the
Grosvenor Estate who have all provided funding support
which is enabling us to continue improvements at Boars Hill,
and Marston giving better public access and supporting our
work with volunteers.

S

tephen’s
homemade
brownies didn’t last
long at the tea in the
Daryush Memorial
Gardens when
local members and
others came to find
out more about our
work.

Getting outside this winter!

C

ome along and meet Lindsay and
help us to look after our lovely green
spaces. All you need is old warm clothes,
wellies and enthusiasm, and we will
provide the tools, and the chocolate. All
ages and abilities welcome!
Abraham Wood, Boars Hill
– 9 November, 25 January

Leaving a Legacy

J

oin the Centenary Circle and let us say thank
you to you in your lifetime. Contact Debbie
director@oxfordpreservation.org.uk or Stephen
s.dawson@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
We are grateful to the Estates of Peter
Robinson and to Honor Browning for their
generosity during the year.

Elizabeth Daryush Memorial Garden,
Boars Hill – 8 February
Heyford Meadow – 21 November,
19 December, 16 January, 20 February
Jarn Heath, Boars Hill – 23 November
Jarn Wild Garden, Boars Hill – 4 January
Kennington Memorial Field –29 February
Matthew Arnold Reserve, Boars Hill
– 1 December (10am-3pm)
Wolvercote Lakes - 6 December, 3 January,
7 February, 6 March

U

nless shown, all work parties start at
9.30am and finish at lunchtime – come
along for as long as you can.
For more information, please contact
Lindsay:
l.priddle@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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OPT News...

*

Celebrating 175 years

of the Great Western Railway GWR coming to
Oxford meant that a little wind and rain did
nothing to dampen the spirits at the Grandpoint
fair close to where the first station stood. Debbie
was also lucky enough to join the bullet train on
its record journey from Oxford to Paddington
in 37 minutes 35 seconds. OPT friends, David
Mather and his son, whose family have been
involved in the railway throughout its history.

*

Edith Gollnast received a well-deserved City

of Oxford Citizens Award in recognition of
her work in
recording
Oxford’s
history in
illustrations
(See Page 7
for details
of our latest
Heritage
Book 5).

The much anticipated publication of the
Excavations at Oxford Castle 1999-2009
is now available to purchase from OxBow
Books at a very reasonable £25.00. We are
delighted that it records
the contribution of OPT
alongside the many finds
and expert analyses from
the Saxon town, the
Norman castle, Medieval
period and Civil War,
alongside the numerous
human burials with the
history they reveal.

attended the second
of Rev Prof William
Whyte Chairman’s
Lecture series when
David Prout, ProVice-Chancellor, gave
an insight into future
plans for the University
of Oxford Estate.

*

Historic England in Oxford

Duncan Wilson CEO
spoke at OPT's AGM
on their approach
to championing
and protecting our
heritage, highlighting
the importance of
OPT as a partner.
Many of their senior
officers returned in
the autumn to look
at various Oxford
heritage issues with Debbie leading groups to look
at high buildings taking in the Westgate’s pavement
in the sky with its ready public access and the view
from the cupola on Wren’s Sheldonian.

*

Rachel Sanderson

left us in the
Summer, after three
and a half years as
our first land officer,
we wish her well.

*

Congratulations...

to the County Council
and to Lisa Price,
Learning and Access
Officer, at Oxford
Castle and Prison who have
gained a prestigious Sandford
Award for the quality of the
education programme, a place
all Oxfordshire schoolchildren
are offered the chance to visit.
Others getting awards include
the V&A Museum, Windsor
Castle, The National Archives
and Royal Museums Greenwich.
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*

Excavations at Oxford Castle...

*

A packed audience
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Planning ...

O

PT are founder members of the new
#ClimateHeritageNetwork campaigning
to mobilise arts, culture and heritage for
#Climate Action. Carole Souter, Trustee,
attended the recent Oxford Citizens
Assembly on Climate Change speaking on
protecting our beautiful places while adapting
them to be fit for the future.

We keep close to the District Local Plans with
the VoWH plan now in place and Cherwell well
advanced with some controversial sites being
suggested between Oxford and Kidlington.
December will see the Oxford City Local Plan

examination underway which has us all working
hard at present. Alongside, plans for the Oxford
Flood Alleviation Scheme are delayed for up to
two years, with no further news on the OxfordCambridge Expressway.
There have been pre-application discussions
on Pembroke College library, the Radcliffe
Science Library, Parks College and University
College/Fairfield.
We have objected strongly to plans by St Peter’s
College in Castle Street which affects views
of the Castle and Mound and Bulwarks Lane,
and were disappointed that our objections
to a large and high extension to the Former
Power Station at Osney by the Saïd Business
School were not heeded as they fly in the face
of the height limits which have protected our
City to date. At the same time we have been
pleased to support an extension to the Central
Conservation Area to include the Radcliffe
Obervatory Quarter, Science Area and St
Thomas’s, and the area down to the Station.

Covered Market

W

e enjoyed opening the Lindsey’s unit
for Oxford Open Doors showing off
the stone flag floors and iron fretwork which
are to be restored, thanks to the support of
the William Delafield Charitable Trust. We’ve
worked with the City Council on a wellattended stakeholders meeting at the University
Church when College heads and bursars,
joined other owners, heritage professionals and
the market traders to hear of the Council’s new
and refreshing vision of the future. Debbie also
joined a group from Oxford heading to London
to see inspiring examples and learn lessons.

Rewley Road Swingbridge

Oxford Archaeology are on site recording the Bridge prior to
the restoration works starting this Winter. Thanks go to Historic
England, the Railway Heritage Trust and Network Rail, alongside
our own team. If you were not able to join us for the Stakeholders
meeting at the Saïd Business School and want to know more do
get in touch director@oxfordpreservation.org.uk
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Awards 2019

Awards
2019

Plaque Winners
LARGE BUILDING CONSERVATION
• Cleaning of the stone façade at Balliol
College
• Keble College Dining Hall and
Servery restoration and refurbishment
SMALL Building CONSERVATION
• Conservation of Danby Arch at Oxford
Botanic Garden
new buildings
• Beecroft Building, University of Oxford
• Dora Carr Close, Northway
• Science Oxford Centre & Wood 		
Centre for Innovation, Stansfeld Park
• St John’s College Library and Study
Centre
SMALL projects
• Blenheim Estate Office
• Clore Music Studios, New College
landscape & public realm
• The Grates Medieval Wall, Cowley

OPT Awards Panel

Thanks to our sponsors:
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• Thames Towpath Improvements
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OPT Events
Tuesday 3 December, 6pm
Join us for our annual lecture with OPT Director,
Debbie Dance, who will be in conversation with
Malcolm Graham and Edith Gollnast, discussing
the latest in our Heritage Walk Book series, From
Carfax to Turn Again.
Key Learning Centre, Oxford Castle & Prison
Members: £10, Non-members: £15 (followed by
festive drinks)

Save the date!

Tuesday 14 January, 2pm
Explore Harris Manchester and its rich history on
this special tour
Harris Manchester College
Members only: £10

Shakespeare's Birthday Celebrations

Thursday 30 January, 6pm
‘William Butterfield: a Victorian architect in
Oxford’ with OPT Trustee Dr Geoffrey Tyack
Keble College
Members: £10, Non-members: £15

join a special member only tour on 14
January, 4 February or 3 March at 12.30pm –
booking essential.

Tuesday 18 February, 6pm
‘Oxford Castle from documentary and pictorial
sources’ with OPT Trustee Julian Munby
Key Learning Centre, Oxford Castle & Prison
Members: £10, Non-members: £15
Wednesday 26 February, 2pm
Oxford Blue Plaques tour with walking guide,
Alastair Lack
Starting in Broad Street (outside Oxfam Shop)
Members: £10, Non-members: £15
Tuesday 10 March, 6pm
History of Pubs walk with Dick Bosley
Starting at Carfax
Members: £10, Non-members: £15

Coming Soon...

The third in our series of Chairman’s Lectures to
be announced in 2020

To book events or for more information...

visit www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk or
call 01865 242918.
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Saturday 25 April, 9.15am
OPT’s Annual Day School – ‘An Ever Expanding
City – the History and Growth of Suburbia’.
Rewley House
Visit our website for more information and to book.

www.oxfordpreservation.org.uk

Parade on Thursday 23 April, with events on
Saturday 25 and 26 April.

If you haven’t seen the Painted Room

Heritage Walk Book Series
BOOK 5 FROM CARFAX TO TURN AGAIN

E

xplore the history and evolution of this
much-changed area of Oxford, where
easily overlooked details record what remains
of St Ebbe’s, St Aldate’s and Paradise.
Buy the book through the OPT website, at the
Director’s lecture on 3 December, or from our
offices in Turn Again Lane.

The most family friendly yet.
Great children’s trails, we will come
again next year!

Thank you to our 200
volunteers – we couldn’t
do it without you!
What an amazing
weekend - our favourite
in the Oxford calendar
Thank you... to our main partner, the University of

Oxford, our main sponsor, Malmaison and all those who
open their doors and support the event.

A true
Oxford
Event

Over
150
events
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35,000
people
came and
70% were local
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Join Oxford Preservation Trust Today!

Alr
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rie
nd

Support our work and make a positive difference to Oxford
Send to OPT at 10 Turn Again Lane, Oxford, OX1 1QL

Name
Address
Postcode

Phone

Email
If household/joint please give additional name

I would like to:

Benefits include:

Become a member
Individual

£30

Household

£50

Life

£600

Joint Life

£1000

Student

£20

❏		
❏
❏		
❏
❏

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

FREE access to Oxford Castle & Prison and the mound
10% discount at the Castle Gift Shop and Castleyard Café
Full Events Programme - with discounts
Special Members Only Events
Twice-yearly informative Newsletters
Oxford Open Doors brochure delivered to your door
Discounts on all OPT publications
10% discount at The Victoria Arms, Old Marston

Make a donation/regular gift
We are a charity and depend on donations &
legacies to continue with our work
Make a single gift of

GIFT AID

❏

£

Make a regular gift (monthly) of

I want to Gift Aid my donation and any donations
I make in the future or have made in the past 4 years
to Oxford Preservation Trust.

Signature:

£

The easiest way to pay your annual membership fee is by Direct Debit.

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains
Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my
responsibility to pay any difference.

Instruction to your bank or
building society to pay by Direct Debit

A N Company
Logo or name

Please fill in the form and send to: Oxford
AN Company,
Any Street,
Preservation
TrustAny Town, Anywhere.
Name and full postal address of your bank or building society
To: The Manager

Service user number

Bank/building society

Address
Reference

Instruction
Instruction to
to your
your bank
bank or
or building
buildingsociety
society

Postcode

Please
Preservation
Trust
Directfrom
Debits
from
the account
detailed
in this
Pleasepay
payOxford
AN Company
Direct
Debits
the
account
detailed
in this
Instruction
to to
thethe
safeguards
assured
by theby
Direct
Debit Guarantee.
Instructionsubject
subject
safeguards
assured
the Direct
Debit Guarantee.
II understand
this
Instruction
maymay
remain
with Oxford
Preservation
Trust
and,
understandthat
that
this
Instruction
remain
with (AN
Company)
and,
if so,
passed
electronically
to mytobank
building society.
so,details
detailswill
willbebe
passed
electronically
my or
bank/building
society.

Name(s) of account holder(s)

Signature(s)
Branch sort code

Bank/building society account number
Date

Banks and building societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account.
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See the Privacy Notice on our website for how we use your personal information

