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Oxford Open Doors 2009 was organised by Oxford Preservation Trust in partnership with 

Oxford University 
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Record numbers open their doors! 
 
Over 35,000 visits were made to  the 130 places and activities which came together for the second annual weekend cele-

bration of all that makes Oxford so unique.  All Souls welcomed 3,500 visitors through its gates to enjoy  a magical af-

ternoon with  the Chalgrove Big Band.  The Bodleian Library received over 2,500 people keen to  see inside the Divinity 

2ÊÏÖÖÓɯÈÕËɯ"ÖÕÝÖÊÈÛÐÖÕɯ'ÖÜÚÌȭɯɯ.ÙÐÌÓȮɯ,ÌÙÛÖÕɯÈÕËɯ2Ûɯ)ÖÏÕɀÚɯ"ÖÓÓÌÎÌÚȮɯÈÓÚÖɯÝÌÙàɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÙȮɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌËɯÔÈÕàɯɯÔÌÔÖÙÈÉÓÌɯ

moments.  There was also great interest on the town side where 1600 visitors ventured down into the prison tunnel at 

Old County Hall  with a similar number admiring the civic splendour of the Town Hall. Oxford Canal  was a delight 

and a new discovery for many and the towpath was almost as busy as Cornmarket Street.  The  boat trips were particu-

larly appreciated by 700 people and the Canal Walks  on history and ecology were oversubscribed.  
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ages including bell-ringing, embroidery, music and displays.  We were thrilled that one of the great hits of the event 

was new architecture  and much more of this  was  requested for 2010.    The  overwhelming majority of those sur-

veyed were from the city and county but a significant number made a special trip from further afield.   

Launchɭunveiling 9 new grotesques on Bodleian Library 
"ÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯÈÜÛÏÖÙɯ/ÏÐÓÐ×ɯ/ÜÓÓÔÈÕɯÙÌÝÌÈÓÌËɯÛÏÌɯÕÌÞÌÚÛɯÈËËÐÛÐÖÕÚɯÛÖɯ.ßÍÖÙËɀÚɯÙÐÊÏɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÈÕËɯÖÍÍÐÊÐÈÓÓàɯÖ×ÌÕÌËɯ.ßÍÖÙËɀÚɯ

ËÖÖÙÚɯÐÕɯƖƔƔƝȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÕÌÞɯÚÛÖÕÌɯÊÈÙÝÐÕÎÚɯÈÙÌɯÉÈÚÌËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÞÐÕÕÐÕÎɯËÙÈÞÐÕÎÚɯÍÙÖÔɯ.ßÍÖÙËɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐÛàɀÚɯƖƔƔƛɯÊÖÔ×ÌÛÐÛÐÖÕɯ

ÍÖÙɯ.ßÍÖÙËÚÏÐÙÌɯÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕȭɯ,ÈÕàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯËÌÚÐÎÕÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÐÕÚ×ÐÙÌËɯÉàɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɀÚɯÉÖÖÒÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÐÕÎɯ3ÞÌÌËÓÌËÜÔɯÈÕËɯ

Tweedledee from Through the Looking Glass, Aslan from The Chronicles of Narnia and Three Men in a Boat.  

 



Sharing passion and diversity 
 
5ÐÚÐÛÖÙÚɯÌÕÑÖàÌËɯƖƔƔƝɀÚɯËÐÝÌÙÚÌɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔÔÌɯÖÍɯÔÖÚØÜÌȮɯɯ

synagogue and churches,  green spaces and  water ways, the High 

Street and back streets, the ancient and new, the city, its suburbs 

and communities.  More places were open outside the city centre; 

with good-natured queues for the Oxford Centre for Islamic 

2ÛÜËÐÌÚȮɯÈÕËɯÈɯÊÖÕÚÛÈÕÛɯÚÛÙÌÈÔɯÖÍɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÝÐÚÐÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÌÒÌÕËɀÚɯ

attractions up and down the Cowley Road.  Pre-booked tours of 

.ßÍÖÙËɀÚɯÏÐËËÌÕɯÎÌÔÚɯÈÕËɯÔÈÑÖÙɯÈÛÛÙÈÊÛÐÖÕÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÝÌÙàɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÙɯ

and enjoyed by nearly a 1000 people.  At the Trust we welcomed 

several  hundred to our garden in St Ebbes and to discover the 

ÉÌÈÜÛàɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÓÈÕËɯÈÛɯ2ÈÕËÍÖÙËɯÛÏÈÕÒÚɯÛÖɯ!!.63ȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÊÐÛàɀÚɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ

green spaces were also a hit including Barracks Lane Community 

Garden and Boundary Brook Nature Reserve.     

More families explored 

their city in 2009. Bugs 

to hold, fire engines 

and vintage buses and 

cars were some of the 

highlights, as was a 

very colourful Haida 

Happening at the Pitt 

Rivers Museum that 

had large crowds 

spellbound. Children 

made up over 20% of  

our visitors. 

People  said: 

We met some really interesting people today who 

were very proud of their jobs and were passionate 

talking about their subjects. I feel privileged to be a 

resident in Oxford. 

 

We had an absolutely amazing day out.  Mum and 

Dad have lived in Oxford all their lives but were 

spellbound by all the things we could do that we 

hadn't ever seen before. 

 

We were delighted to be associated with the event. 

 
I really enjoyed being part of it - I felt I should 

know more of the answers about my own city. 

 

I would just like to say that I had the most 

AMAZING day with the kids in Oxford today. 

 

Congratulations to the OPT Open Doors Team for 

an exceptionally interesting and well-organised 

weekend!  As well as raising awareness of all 

Oxford's treasures, it has developed into a real 

"community"  event. 

 

We felt welcome visitors. 

 

Oxford Open Doors, 11-12 September 2010 
If you would like to get involved please contact info@oxfordpreservation.org.uk 

Oxford Preservation Trust thanks all those who made Oxford Open Doors 2009 such a success: 

our partner Oxford University,  

our 110 volunteers  

and the very many supporters who made it happen. 

 

 


