
Canal
The area changed radically with the arrival of New Road 
in 1769-70, a turnpike route improving access to the west 
over a new bridge (Pacey’s bridge) cutting off the northern 
section of the castle ditch from the castle.

	 The canal had started out from Warwickshire in 1769 and 
was opened to traffic in Oxford on New Year’s Day, 1790, 
welcomed by the bells of St Thomas’s. Felons from the County 
Gaol at Oxford Castle were contracted out by the keeper, Daniel 
Harris, to the Canal Company to build the basin and wharfs. 
The Coal Wharf followed the line of the silted up castle ditch.

	 Boats entered through a bridge underneath Worcester Street 
and a fine stone and brick warehouse was built in the Worcester 
Street wharf in 1795 to protect dry goods. Offices and a 
handsome Doric Temple style Wharf House (now the Master’s 
Lodgings for St Peter’s College) were built along with further 
warehouses on both sides of the canal bringing industry into the 
heart of the city.
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